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APPENDIX

SELMA

BOY #1		:”I hear it’s just like a swimming pool. They dip you in, and 			say the prayer, and then you done.”
GIRL #1		:” I don’t know. I practice holding my breath, but I’m 				scared to have my head under water. What if I need to 				breathe?” 
GIRL #2		:” I promise you it ain’t nothing to be scared of. It’s quick. 				And Pastor right there next to you.”
GIRL #3		:” The biggest thing is getting your hair wet up. I got it 				pressed that same morning and it was wasted soon as I hit 				that water. I should’ve worn a swim cap, like Mama said.”
BOY #2		:”A swim cap? So you can look like you got ringworms!”
GIRL #3		:”A swim cap, not a ringworm cap!
BOY #1		:”Same difference.”
GIRL #4		:”Nuh-uh. You ain’t never seen Esther Williams?”
GIRL #5		:”I asked my Mama, can she make my hair like Coretta 				Scott King had hers fixed at the Washington March. But 				she said it’s too grown.”
GIRL #4		:”Oh! I love her hair!”
GIRL #3		:”I heard she don’t even put rollers in it. It’s just like that. 				But I studied it. I know how to do it...”
GIRL #3		:”See, she just parts it in the middle and then she...”


KING 			:”A long sigh as we pull back to reveal his gaze resting 				upon his own image. He wrestles with his tie in a long 				mirror.”
KING			:”This isn’t right.”
KING			:“Corrie! This ain’t right!”
CORETTA	 	:“What’s that?”
KING			:” This necktie! It’s not right!
CORETTA 		:” It’s not a necktie, dear. It’s an ascot.”
KING			:”Yes, but generally the same principles should apply, 				shouldn’t they? This isn’t right.
CORETTA 		:”Isn’t right? Or, you don’t like it?”
KING			:”I don’t like how this looks.
CORETTA		:”Looks distinguished and debonair to me.”
KING			:”You know what I mean. Like, we’re here living high on 				 the hog. Dressed like this. While folks at home are... it’s 				 not right.”
KING			:”Wait ‘til the brothers back home see me like this. They’ll 				 have a good laugh.”
CORETTA		:” Let ‘em laugh. It’s not a crime to be away for a few days, 			 Martin.”
KING			:” It’s nice being away, huh?”
CORETTA		:” Yeah. It really is.” 
KING 			:”Look, I’m gonna go be a pastor somewhere small. A 				 college town. Led a little church, teach a class. The 					 occasional speaking engagement.”
CORETTA		:” I’ll make out all the bills for us, especially the mortgage 				 for our very own house. Savings since we don’t have a 				 phone anymore and all.”
KING			:” Our own phone-less house. Perfect.”
KING			:” Ever wish we could go back? Before.”
CORETTA 		:” I don’t think we would if we could. You look 					  handsome.”




JAHN 			:” I have the great honor to stand with the youngest 					 recipient in our history, a man of 35 years old. We honor 				 this man from the Deep South of the United States of 				 America, who has been imprisoned on many occasions, 				 whose home has been subject to bomb attacks, whose life 				 and the lives of his family are constantly under fatal threat, 			 and who nevertheless does not falter in his quest for justice 			 and for freedom. Martin Luther King has spoken of his 				 dream. One which we, and many people across the world, 				 share. To this undaunted champion of peace, the Nobel 				 Committee of the Norwegian Parliament awards the Peace 				 Prize for 1964. For you, sir.”
KING			:” Your Royal Highness, Mr. President, Excellencies. I 				 refuse to accept that mankind is so bound to the starless 				 midnight of racism that the bright daybreak of brotherhood 			 can never be a reality.”
KING			:” I accept this honor for our lost ones. I accept this honor 				 for 22 million American Negroes who move with 					 determination and a majestic scorn for risk and danger. I 				 believe that what the self-centered have torn down, the 				 other-centered can build up. I believe that We Shall 				 Overcome.”


ANNIE LEE		:” `Scuse me, sir. I come to register.”
REGISTRAR		:”Ain’t nobody called you up here. Sit on down ‘til you’re 				 called.
ANNIE LEE 		:” But, there’s no one here.”
REGISTRAR		:” You stirrin’ trouble? Sit your black behind down ‘til ya 				 called. Or I’ll ring up the Sheriff.”
REGISTRAR		:” Annie Lee Cooper!”
REGISTRAR		:” Get on up now. I ain’t got all day.”
REGISTRAR		:”You work for Mr. Dunn at the rest home, ain’t that right?”
ANNIE LEE		:”Yes sir.”
REGISTRAR		:” Wonder what ol’ Dunn’ll say when I tell him one of his 				 gals over here stirrin’ trouble.”
ANNIE LEE		:” Ain’t stirrin’ trouble. I’m here to vote.”
ANNIE LEE		:” It’s all right this time.”
REGISTRAR		:” It’s right if I say its right.”
REGISTRAR		:” Recite the Constitution’s preamble. Know what a 					 preamble is?
ANNIE LEE 		:” We the people of the United States, in order to form a 				  more perfect union, establish justice, ensure domestic 				  tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the 				  general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 				  ourselves and our posterity.”
REGISTRAR 		:”How many county judges in Alabama?”
ANNIE LEE		:”Sixty-seven.”
REGISTRAR		:”Name them.”

YOUNG 		:”Johnson’s indicated that his main focus will be to get 				 your buy-in on his Poverty program. Be prepared you’ll 				 have to work around that to get to what you’re there for. 				 He won’t see Selma coming.”
YOUNG		:”Also, I highly recommend you take this face-to-face 				 opportunity to discuss Hoover. The surveillance.”
KING 			:”Andy, I don’t want to open that can, my friend.”
YOUNG		:” It’s open, Marty. It’s already open. Just a matter of when 				 and how they want to spill it all out.”
VIVIAN		:” We’re being very careful on the phone and in public 				 rooms now.”
YOUNG		:” Key word being “now.”
KING			:” I’m focusing on the task at hand, brothers. That’s all my 				 head will hold right now. My hope is that the new 					 international attention’ll move the needle without us 				 having to engage at the ground-level in Selma or anywhere 			 else. Maybe we won’t need to go full-scale.”


JOHNSON		:”Aren’t we done yet? Are we not done with this!? Will it 				  ever end?!”
WHITE 		:”Apparently not, Mr. President.”
JOHNSON		:” What’s he want? What’s he gonna ask for now? Huh? I 				  know. He’s gonna ask for more enforcement on the Civil 				  Rights Act. That’s it. Yep. Fuck! What can we give him?”
WHITE		:” A very extensive plan is already in place, sir. I’d say just 				 reiterate.
JOHNSON 		:” Man’s not coming for reiteration. Man’s looking for 				  something so he can say, “Look! I told you I had a dream 				  and now it’s all coming fucking true - whether you like it or 			  gotdamn not!” That’s what he wants. But, what he needs to 				  do is get on board with what we’re doing. Not the other 				  ppway around. For once!
SECRETARY		:” Mr. President. Dr. King is….”
JOHNSON 		:” Yes, yes. Bring him on in.”


JOHNSON 		:” Martin, I have to tell ya, I may be a tall sonofabitch, but 				 this close to the new Nobel laureate I feel tits-high to a 				 puppy dog!”
KING			:” Well, thank you, Mr. President.”
JOHNSON 		:” I have to tell you, Martin, ending segregation with the ‘64 				 Act was my proudest moment. Civil rights is a priority of 				 this administration. You know that. If we don't meet the 				 challenge, this nation's storing up a heap of trouble for itself. 			 Seeing as I can’t convince you to come work with my 				 administration in an official capacity inside the White 				 House, well, I... I just feel damn fortunate having someone 				 as statesmanlike as you leading the movement and I want 				 you to go on leading it. No one else. None of those militant 				 Malcolm X types. So I wanna help. Tell me how.”
KING			:” Mr. President, I share your pride in the Civil Rights Act 				 and your understanding that if these issues are not addressed 			 there will be repercussions on our country’s trajectory, such 				 as the unbridled violence that continues to be inflicted upon 				 its Negro citizens. Including our children.
KING			:” To that end, Mr. President, I’m here to speak specifically 				 about the denial of a basic American right for the Negro 				 citizen. The Right Vote..”
JOHNSON		:” Well, Martin, technically….”
KING			:” . . . we already have it. Yes, Mr. President. But we both 				 know that in the South, black voters are kept off the rolls 				 and out of the voting booth by fear and intimidation. And 				 that - is a national disgrace.”
JOHNSON		:” It is! It is, Martin….”
KING			:” I’m so pleased you agree, Mr. President. You asked how 				 you can help. We want Federal legislation granting 					 Negroes the right to vote - unencumbered. We want 				 Federal protocol to eliminate the decades- long dismissal, 				 intimidation and illegal denial of blacks seeking to vote, by 			 local registrars who seek to withhold this right. And... we 				 want robust enforcement of that protocol.”
JOHNSON		:” Well, Martin. That’s just fine but most of the South is 				 still not even desegregatin'. First, let’s concentrate on 				 getting the '64 act up and runnin'. Folks are fatigued. Folks 			 need an intermission. We need to heal some wounds first. 				 Don't let’s start the next battle before we’ve won the first.”
JOHNSON		:” And you know what that next battle should be? The 				 eradication of poverty! Poor people too busy survivin’ to 				 participate in the democratic process. I'm putting together 				 the most ambitious program of welfare reforms this 				 country’s ever seen. Callin’ it “The War on Poverty.”
JOHNSON		:” It's a simple matter of political priorities. The votin' has 				 to wait.” 
KING			:” It can’t, Mr. President.”
JOHNSON		:” Well, Martin, why not?
KING			:” Because there’ve been thousands of racially-motivated 				 murders in the South, including those four little girls, and.”
JOHNSON		:” I know that, but…”
KING			:” And you know the astounding fact that not one of those 				 criminals, who murder us when and why they want, has 				 ever been convicted.”
JOHNSON 		:” Martin, I know we got a lot more work to do down 				 there...”
KING			:” Not one conviction. Because they're protected by white 				 officials chosen by an all-white electorate. And on the rare 				 occasions they face trial, they're freed by all-white juries. 				 All-white because you can't serve on a jury unless you're 				 registered to vote.”
KING			:” Mister President, can you interpret the "full faith and 				 credit" clause of Article IV, section 1 of the US 					 Constitution also known as the "privileges and immunities" 			 clause?.”
JOHNSON		:” What? I’m lost here.”
KING			:” That’s a question on the Alabama literacy test required 				 for blacks who attempt to register. A Fisk University alum 				 named Bernard Lafayette got it right, God bless him. But 				 he was flunked anyway because he didn’t write the answer 			 in cursive, which was the white local registrar’s preferred 				 style of writing on that particular day.”
JOHNSON		:” My administration has to be done with this for a while. 				 Just for awhile. You can understand.”
KING			:” I understand, Mr. President.”


ORANGE		:” Big speech lined up for these folks, Doc?”
KING 			:” We need to see what’s what first, Big Fella.”
YOUNG		:” Maybe Doc'll let you make the big speech this time, 				 Ralphy.”
ABERNATHY	:” That'll be the day...”
ABERNATHY	:” What you got us into, woman? We got twenty-eight 				 miles to come to our senses, gentlemen.”
NASH			:” Hush. This here’s the place we need to be. This right here 			 is the next great battle. They’ll see soon enough.”
YOUNG 		:” What’d Mr. Edmund Pettus do so well they gave him a 				 bridge in these parts, Orange?”
ORANGE		:” Um, I’m not sure.”
ABERNATHY	:” I can only imagine. Decent looking place to die though.”


BEVEL		:” Mr. Nash.”
NASH			:” Mr. Bevel.”
BEVEL		:” Doc, we’ll get you checked in here. Then, the local 				 leaders’ll stop by to conference with us. But, this is it. 				 Selma’s the place. A lot of groundwork’s already been laid 			 by the people here. They’re ready.”
KING			:”Here we go.”

BAKER		:” Get rid of it! It's illegal. And in about ten seconds, it'll 				 also be a lie.”
ERNEST		:” Dr. King. May I introduce myself?.”
KING			:” Yes. Of course.
ORANGE		:” Doc! Doc! I’m sorry! I... I...”
KING			:” It’s okay. I’m okay, Big Fella.”
ABERNATHY	:” This way, Doctor King!”
KING			:” I tell ya, that white boy can hit.”
BAKER		:” You wanna file charges?”
KING			:” We prefer to remain focused.”
ORANGE		:” Chief, who was that?”
BAKER 		:” Part of the White Citizens Council.”
YOUNG		:” No better than the Klan.”
BAKER		:” Don't worry. They're here too.”
RESSE		:” Then, why don’t you ban them from congregating like 				 you ban us? Sure was a lot of them in that lobby. Why isn’t 			 Clark harassing them?.”
BAKER		:” Reverend Reese, you know darn well that the courthouse 			 is Sheriff Clark’s territory and the city is mine. Now, I’ve 				 done right by you people. But don’t push me.”
BOYNTON		:” Why’d you let him in the hotel?”
BAKER		:” Come again?”
BOYNTON		:” Why would you allow a known white supremacist to be 				  in a place where he could attack this man.” 
BAKER		:” Mrs. Boynton, you know darn well that every nut in 				 America is here! And that is not my responsibility! 					 It’s his! They’re here because he’s here! And vice-versa!”
BOYNTON		:” No, Chief Baker! No, sir. Dr. King is here because my 				 late husband and I wrote to him on behalf of the Negro 				 citizens of this community, a community that we helped 				 build with our backs and our bare hands. And we told him 				 of our situation here. Of our organizing here. We told him 				 of the disgraceful attitude of the authorities in this town 				 towards the rights of its Negro citizens. And we called for 				 him to come down and help us. That’s why he’s here.” 
For more full transcription  
(https://assets.scriptslug.com/live/pdf/scripts/selma-2014.pdf)
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